Foot and mouth disease first appeared on the German border during the fall of 1944. In November the disease was reported near the Dutch-German border in areas of Germany about to be occupied by the Allies. Livestock from these areas was to be evacuated into Holland prior to the tactical movements across the infected territory. Conservation of food made it necessary to carry out this movement of animals before the Army operations began. It was agreed that the Dutch authorities would be entirely responsible for the handling of these animals. The Dutch Veterinary Inspector-in-Charge and a C-5 Veterinary Officer discussed the movement and restrictions to be used. The German veterinary official in the area was directed to segregate the animals. The Dutch Veterinary Inspector-in-Charge and a G-5 Veterto have the former group delivered to the border first.
The sound animals were brought to the frontier by the German farmers. Dutch veterinarians were present at the several places of entry to examine and classify each animal as it came over the border. The animals were classified, identified by means of ear tags and recorded. They were placed in two groups (1) for breeding and milking and (2) for slaughter and food. The examination on the border was principally for foot and mouth disease, and a small number of cases were found. The diseased animals were transported immediately to the nearest slaughter-house where they were killed and inspected for use as food.
The large number of animals involved in this movement, the scarcity of food, the limited pasture area, poor fences, and limited housing facilities made it unsatisfactory to confine them to several large quarantine areas near the border. Since this area of Holland had recently had foot and mouth disease it was decided to place the animals on farms within a definite area in this part of the country where they would remain thereafter. The -russels, located five veterinarians among the Luxembourg refugees and brought them back to their home areas. With the aid of these men a "Cordon Sanitaire" was established fifteen miles north of Luxembourg City, running east and west across the Duchy. By inoculating all animals in this area and allowing no animals or fodder to pass from one area to another the disease was prevented from spreading.
Early in the spring of 1945 several outbreaks of foot and mouth disease were reported in Belgium. The Belgian Government requested assistance in obtaining foot and mouth vaccine and veterinary supplies needed for its administration. Supreme Headquarters Allied Expeditionary Forces acquired sufficient vaccine from Switzerland. Instruments and necessary medical supplies were furnished by the U. S. Army Medical Supply Division. With the aid of these materials the disease was effectively controlled.
From the preceding paragraphs it may be seen that the Army Veterinary Service played an important and effective role in liberating the countries of Northwest Europe and aided in the initial steps of rehabilitating the livestock of those countries.
An effective program of veterinary preventive medicine and disease control has been achieved. Disease has been kept to a minimum, the present livestock population is being protected and cared for to produce urgently needed food for the people, and to provide labor for rebuilding the countries.
